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Abstract

This study examines Uzbekistan’s cooperation with international organizations in
countering ideological and political-ideological threats. It analyzes contemporary
challenges such as extremism, radicalization, disinformation, and propaganda,
highlighting their impact on national security and social stability. The research
outlines Uzbekistan’s engagement with the UN, OSCE, CIS, and SCO in
implementing joint programs, adopting international standards, and strengthening
information security.

The annotation also emphasizes the country’s efforts to reform national legislation,
enhance preventive measures, and promote educational and socio-cultural initiatives
aimed at increasing ideological resilience, especially among youth. It concludes that
international partnerships play a crucial role in improving institutional capacity,
supporting regional stability, and ensuring long-term protection against ideological
threats.
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Introduction

In the context of globalization and the rapid digital transformation of the information
space, ideological and political-ideological threats have become increasingly complex
and transnational in nature. Modern challenges such as extremism, radicalization,
disinformation, and propaganda exert profound influence on national security, social
cohesion, and the stability of state institutions. These phenomena are no longer
confined to geographical borders; instead, they proliferate through online platforms,
social networks, and digital communication channels, requiring states to adopt
comprehensive and collaborative strategies for effective prevention and response.
For Uzbekistan, ensuring ideological resilience and protecting the population—
particularly youth—from destructive ideas is among the key national priorities. In
recent years, the country has undertaken large-scale reforms to strengthen information
security, modernize legislation, and introduce preventive mechanisms aimed at
countering radical ideologies. However, the complexity of contemporary ideological
threats necessitates not only internal reforms but also active engagement with
international partners.

In this regard, Uzbekistan’s cooperation with major international organizations—
including the United Nations (UN), the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE), the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)—has expanded significantly. Through joint
programs, expert consultations, coordinated preventive measures, and the adoption of
international standards, these partnerships contribute to improving national
institutional capacity and ensuring regional security. The country’s participation in
global and regional initiatives reflects its commitment to combating violent
extremism, promoting intercultural dialogue, enhancing media literacy, and
strengthening digital resilience.

Given the growing interdependence of states in addressing ideological and political -
ideological threats, the study of Uzbekistan’s international cooperation in this sphere
holds both theoretical and practical importance. This research provides an analytical
overview of current threats, evaluates the role of international organizations in
countering them, and examines how multilateral cooperation enhances Uzbekistan’s
long-term stability and ideological security.
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Analysis of Literature on the Topic

The issue of countering ideological and political-ideological threats has been widely
studied within the fields of international security, political science, and information
policy. Contemporary scholars emphasize that globalization and technological
development have transformed the nature of extremism, radicalization, and
disinformation, making them more systemic and transnational. Researchers argue that
the proliferation of digital communication platforms has enabled extremist groups to
disseminate their narratives more rapidly and globally, posing a serious challenge to
national stability.

Studies conducted by the United Nations highlight that radicalization increasingly
occurs online, especially among youth, due to the accessibility of ideological content,
lack of media literacy, and social vulnerability. According to OSCE analyses, modern
political-ideological threats target democratic institutions and societal cohesion by
exploiting information gaps, manipulating public opinion, and spreading false
narratives. These threats are further intensified by the use of artificial intelligence
technologies, including deepfakes and automated propaganda systems.

The Central Asian region has been identified as one of the areas most exposed to
ideological pressure due to its geopolitical location, socio-economic dynamics, and
active digital transformation. Scholars such as Rahimova argue that Uzbekistan faces
unique challenges shaped by historical, cultural, and socio-political factors. These
include youth vulnerability, labor migration processes, and the influence of external
ideological actors. CIS Anti-Terrorism Center data reveal increasing attempts by
extremist groups to exploit regional digital spaces for recruitment, financial
transactions, and political manipulation.

Several studies have examined the crucial role of international cooperation in
countering 1ideological threats. The UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
emphasizes the importance of multilateral engagement, information sharing, and
unified standards in combating violent extremism and ideological manipulation.
Similarly, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, particularly its Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure (RATS), highlights the need for coordinated regional approaches
to address radicalization and cyber-ideological threats. These studies underline that
no single state can effectively address such threats without collaborative frameworks.
Uzbekistan’s recent reforms have been discussed by legal scholars and international
observers who highlight the country’s modernization of national legislation,
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improvement of preventive mechanisms, and emphasis on educational and socio-
cultural initiatives. According to Akramov (2019), Uzbekistan’s approach is
distinguished by its integration of “soft prevention” strategies aimed at strengthening
ideological resilience, promoting civic awareness, and enhancing digital competence.
International analyses also note that Uzbekistan’s active cooperation with the UN,
OSCE, CIS, and SCO has improved institutional capacity and strengthened its ability
to counter cross-border ideological threats. Joint programs on preventing extremist
propaganda, raising media literacy, and reinforcing information security systems have
contributed to increased regional stability. SCO RATS annual reviews demonstrate
that coordinated monitoring, data exchange, and expert-based training programs
significantly enhance Uzbekistan’s preventive capabilities.

Overall, the reviewed literature demonstrates a growing academic and practical
consensus that ideological and political-ideological threats require comprehensive
solutions rooted in multilateral cooperation, legal modernization, and societal
resilience.

While significant progress has been made in Uzbekistan, researchers emphasize that
continuous adaptation, technological innovation, and strengthened international
partnerships remain essential for long-term effectiveness. Correlation analysis
between ideological awareness and trust in international institutions

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative-dominant mixed-methods approach to investigate
Uzbekistan’s cooperation with international organizations in countering ideological
and political-ideological threats. The qualitative component focuses on analyzing
international agreements, state policies, and institutional mechanisms, while the
quantitative component examines public perceptions of ideological security and
awareness of international cooperation efforts.

This approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of both policy-level dynamics
and societal responses to ideological threats.

The research design consists of three interconnected components:

» Document and Policy Analysis

These components collectively allow for cross-validation of data, enhancing the
credibility and depth of the findings.
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This component involves systematic examination of:

1. Uzbekistan’s national legislation on countering extremism, terrorism, and
disinformation

2. State strategies on ideology, youth policy, and information security

3. Official agreements and cooperation documents signed with UN, OSCE, CIS, and
SCO

4. Reports and resolutions issued by these international organizations

5. Analytical papers from think tanks, academia, and regional security institutions

» Expert Interviews

These components collectively allow for cross-validation of data, enhancing the
credibility and depth of the findings.

This component involves systematic examination of:

1. Uzbekistan’s national legislation on countering extremism, terrorism, and
disinformation

2. State strategies on ideology, youth policy, and information security

3. Official agreements and cooperation documents signed with UN, OSCE, CIS, and
SCO

4. Reports and resolutions issued by these international organizations

5. Analytical papers from think tanks, academia, and regional security institutions

» Survey of Public Perceptions

This component involves systematic examination of:

1. Uzbekistan’s national legislation on countering extremism, terrorism, and
disinformation

2. State strategies on ideology, youth policy, and information security

3. Official agreements and cooperation documents signed with UN, OSCE, CIS, and
SCO

4. Reports and resolutions issued by these international organizations

5. Analytical papers from think tanks, academia, and regional security institutions

Purpose of Analysis

Identify key priorities and principles guiding Uzbekistan’s counter-ideology policies.
Examine the role of international organizations in capacity-building, information
security, and preventative measures
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> Assess alignment between national frameworks and international standards
> Track reforms carried out in legal, institutional, and educational spheres

Expert Interviews

Participants

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 15 experts, including:
Security policy analysts

Specialists on ideology and political science

Representatives of UN, OSCE Project Oftices, SCO RATS, and CIS Anti-

VVYVY VY

Terrorism Center

> University researchers and civil society actors

The interviews aimed to collect expert insights on:

»  Emerging ideological and political-ideological threats

> The effectiveness of Uzbekistan’s cooperation with international organizations
> Gaps and challenges in regional security coordination

> The role of education, media literacy, and preventive programs in ideological
resilience

Conclusion

This research examined Uzbekistan’s growing collaboration with international
organizations in countering ideological and political-ideological threats, emphasizing
how global partnerships strengthen national security, promote institutional resilience,
and support the creation of a stable sociopolitical environment. The findings
demonstrate that Uzbekistan’s security strategy has increasingly shifted toward
multilateral cooperation, recognizing that modern ideological threats are transnational
in nature and cannot be addressed through isolated efforts.

The study shows that Uzbekistan actively works with organizations such as the United
Nations, OSCE, SCO, CIS, and UNESCO to enhance its legal frameworks, improve
professional training, and implement prevention-focused initiatives. These
partnerships provide access to global expertise, early-warning mechanisms, and
capacity-building programs aimed at combating violent extremism, cyber-
radicalization, and disinformation. Moreover, joint educational and awareness-raising
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projects help strengthen societal immunity against ideological manipulation,
particularly among youth.

Uzbekistan’s national reforms - especially those related to governance transparency,
media literacy, religious education modernization, and digital security - complement
the efforts of international partners and create favorable conditions for sustainable
cooperation. The study concludes that multilateral engagement not only enhances
Uzbekistan’s defensive capabilities but also allows the country to contribute to
regional and global security discourse.

Overall, the research confirms that Uzbekistan’s collaboration with international
organizations is a critical pillar of its strategy to counter ideological and political-
ideological threats. Continued integration into global security networks, expansion of
preventive programs, and strengthening of civil society participation will further
reinforce the country’s resilience and support long-term stability.
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